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Hornsby Shire Family History Group (HSFHG) 

Members Research Interests Form 

 

A meeting was held to discuss the data input format on Wednesday 24 February 2016  

 

Using the samples provided by Peter Booth and Coral Shand, Robert Ball developed a 

possible spreadsheet format for discussion. The conclusions reached from the discussion 

are listed below. 

 

The purpose of the spreadsheet is to allow members to identify other members researching 

the same families and/or in the same areas. Only the minimum information necessary to do 

so should be included.  

 

Each member may initially include up to 8 entries. This could possibly be great 

grandparents, if they are known, but is not limited to this. Remember do not put the names 

of living persons onto the spreadsheet, instead use the family surname only.  

 

It is hoped that members will enter their details directly into the spreadsheet and then send 

it to Jill Ball to be amalgamated. This will require the file to be renamed as  

  (members name) research interests  eg Coral Shand research interests  

This is necessary to avoid each person’s file overwriting the others when they arrive in Jill’s 

inbox.  

 

A paper version will be available for those who would prefer to record by hand. A couple of 

members have indicated that they would be willing to add data to a spreadsheet for others. 

Contact Coral if you wish to make use of this facility.  

 

Members should include their name and preferred means of contact in the space provided 

on the spreadsheet. Contact details need only be included if they are different to those on 

the membership database. This will allow Jill to insert the correct member number for each 

entry. 
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Details of the information to be entered into each column are as follows:  

 

Column 1:  Member Number  

    Jill will insert the member number from the membership database  

Column 2:  Surname  

    Include here the ancestor’s surname OR  

    The family name being researched. 

Column 3: Other names  

    Include here first name and middle names if known OR  

    Leave blank if you are researching a family group or say ‘all’. 

Column 4: Location 1 Birth  AND  

Column 5:  Location 2 Death  

    Include enough information to be unambiguous about the location  

    Remember many place names have a number of locations  

    Use the 3-letter Chapman codes where possible for county, state etc 

    The information in columns 4 and 5 will not necessarily be the same as  

    many of our ancestors were born in one country and died in another.  

    If you are interested in a family in one location, then enter the details in  

    column 4 only.  

Column 6:  Time period  

    Use the format of ‘year – year’ eg 1830-1890  

    For an individual, this will probably be birth and death years.  

    Otherwise it will be the time period you are particularly interested in. 

Column 7:  Notes  

    Can be left blank. 

    Be brief, eg death date is estimate only  

 

 

Once all members who wish to do so have added their information the amalgamated 

spreadsheet will be publically available on our website.  To make contact with someone, a 

request will need to go to Jill.  

 

The spreadsheet is provided in a separate Excel file. Email Coral if you have difficulty 

opening or using the file Cshand21@gmail.com and she can send you the file in an older 

version of Excel.  

 

 

Coral Shand 

HSFHG Coordinator 

 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mgfhs/chworld.htm
mailto:Cshand21@gmail.com

